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WhoamI?

My big passion

Skating on natural ice in Scandinavia, since 1998

Hollands LSK

Started the website in 2006

One of the three founders in 2010

Family

I live with Willeke en Gijs (12) in Ankeveen

Gijs loves to skate and can be found at SN too

Job

Worked at IT-company Furore 1993 - 2018

Currently busy with startup Firely



One week of ice in Holland
1. Introduction
2. I[{Y ґ 5ǳǘŎƘ ǎƪŀǘƛƴƎ
3. Yes! Skating excitement
4. Invitation to LLK stands

Gooimeer, 11 februari 20213



Å 1/11 sizeof Sweden (Skåne+ Småland)
Å 17.5 million people
Å 11 provinces

Å 23 artificial 400 meter ice ovals
Å Amsterdam outdoor, other 22 are indoor
Å 50 temporarily ice ovalsopen in dec + jan
Å 653 localskating clubs

Å 81.000 kids(5-12 yrs) weeklyskating lessons
Å Estimated250.000 adultsskate weekly
Å Estimated2 million peopleskate when there

is natural ice

Å SprintSkatingapp downloaded15.884 times
Å App usedin 63.000 oval visits in 2019/2020
Å 3.4 million 400 meters roundsregistered

Source: Royal Dutch Skating Association, www.knsb.nl 

http://www.knsb.nl/


What does a local skating club do?

Normal business
ÅBuying weekly fixed hours at the nearest oval

ÅOrganizing skating lessons for kids and adults at the oval

ÅOrganizing skating games and races for kids at the oval

ÅPut a field in the village under 20 cm of water, in hope for a cold winter

Special business
Å{ƻƳŜ Ŏƭǳōǎ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜ ŀ άǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊƛƭȅ ŀǊǘƛŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƛŎŜ ƻǾŀƭέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 

December and January, often sponsored by local companies

ÅhǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛƎƘǘǎΣ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ άkoek en zopieέ ǿƘŜƴ ƛŎŜ Ҕс ŎƳ

ÅSweep and mark a tour on lakes and canals near the village when there is natural 
ice >12 cm

ÅOrganize skating travels to plogade banor in Europe (for instance Weissensee, Runn, 
Luleå, Kuopio, LipnoΣ Χύ



You may have heard of the Elfstedentocht
.ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ άƭƻŎŀƭέ ǎƪŀǘƛƴƎ ŎƭǳōΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ όƛƴǘŜǊύƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ

ÅThe Friesche Elfsteden Vereniging organizes the Elfstedentocht

ÅThe Elfstedentocht is a skating track on lakes and canals, connecting 
11 towns in the province of Friesland

ÅAt 6:00 in the morning, a 200 km race for (semi) professional 
marathon skaters starts (track record 6h47m by Evert van Benthem)

ÅAt 6:30 the same 200 km track is used for a recreational tour for 
16.000 of the 32.000 members, starting 1000 people each 15 minutes

ÅLast time there was enough ice was January 4th, 1997

ÅIn 1997 it was on TV in 32 countries, including CNN and Fox News



HLSK = Nordicskating
but Nordicskating ґ 5ǳǘŎƘ ǎƪŀǘƛƴƎ

Nordicskating is stillάƴŜǿέ to The Netherlands
HLSK (+NTSV) = 200 people, Dutch skating = 2 million people



Dutch skating is different from Nordicskating

no or almostno safetyequipment everyonehas safetyequipment
everyoneon speed skates everyoneon nordicskates
safety= alwayslots of peopleon the ice organizedgroupwith leader(s) and ice knowledge
club tour = markedtrack on preparedice no markedtracks on the ice

άL ŘƻƴΩǘplurr, and if I do, there
will beother peopletoǎŀǾŜ ƳŜέ 

άSomeonemightplurr, so

we are preparedto save him/herέ 

Comparable: piste skiing versus tour skiing



The excitement in Holland started already on February 1stΧ

9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ƳƻŘŜƭ рл ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻΩǎ ŦƻǊŜŎŀǎǘ ƻŦ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мst, 2021



9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ƳƻŘŜƭ рл ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻΩǎ ŦƻǊŜŎŀǎǘ ƻŦ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ рth, 2021

ΧŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ƛǘǎ ǇŜŀƪ ƻƴ CŜō рth. There was no ice yet.



Skating fever strikes in The Hague
The Dutch Parliament wants prime-minister Mark Rutte to 

force De Friesche Elfsteden to organize the race, even though 
De Friesche Elfsteden had already decided in October 2020 

that due to corona there would be no race this winter.

150 members of parliament 
discuss Elfstedentocht versus 
corona. There was no ice yet.

Hier kan een foto staan van NK-rijders, op bijv de 
Belterwiede, van een voorpagina van een krant, met 
ŜŜƴ ƪƻǇ ŀƭǎ ά{ŎƘŀŀǘǎƪƻƻǊǘǎ ōŜƎƛƴǘ ǘƻŜ ǘŜ ǎƭŀŀƴ ƻǇ ƘŜǘ 
.ƛƴƴŜƴƘƻŦέΦ

Hier kan een foto 
staan van de 2e

Kamer, druk in 
ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛŜ ƻǾŜǊ Χ



Winter starts with snow
Then finally, on Saturday February 6th, winter comes. But 
with 15 to 25 cm of snow. It ruins all our early areas, 
including the canals of the Elfstedentocht. Dränkstöp 
everywhere on Sunday 7th. 



First strokes in Holland
Monday Feb 8th. In the morning we had four hours of clear 
sky, before new snow came. I am testing one of our early 
areas, to see if the dränkstöp ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƘŀǊŘΧΦ ¸ŜǎΣ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
strokes! On 4 cm snöis with 1 cm new snow.      Färdrapport 100771



aŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ I[{Y ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜ
Tuesday February 9th. Warnings on all Dutch media that the 
snow ice is not strong enough to skate. Nobody is skating yet, 
ōǳǘ I[{Y ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦ !ƴƧŀΣ aŀǊŎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜ ŦƛƴŘ blanka 
landkallar at Oostvaardersplassen. We have to crawl over 
snow covered 2cm thin ice to reach them. We skate! 



Tuesday February 9th. Oostvaardersplassen with one plurrning, in 80 cm deep water.       Färdrapport 100839



Still doing snöis
Wednesday Feb 10th. The kärnis on bigger areas is just too thin, maybe tomorrow? Members of HLSK are busy 
with finding the smoothest snöis, nu med kärna under. We do in total 10 privatturer that day. Nobody else in 
Holland is skating yet. We attract media-attention.



https:// www.rtlnieuws.nl/video/uitzendingen/video/5214172/rtl-nieuws-1930-uur   at 03.25 ς 05:00 min

https://www.rtlnieuws.nl/video/uitzendingen/video/5214172/rtl-nieuws-1930-uur


https://twitter.com/NPORadio1/status/1360512069297188865

https://twitter.com/NPORadio1/status/1360512069297188865


https://www.nhnieuws.nl/nieuws/280701/dankzij-ervaring-in-zweden-is-rob-vaak-als-eerste-op-het-ijs-luisteren-naar-de-toon

https://www.nhnieuws.nl/nieuws/280701/dankzij-ervaring-in-zweden-is-rob-vaak-als-eerste-op-het-ijs-luisteren-naar-de-toon


The HLSK message is the same everywhere

ÅThe Dutch system, waiting for thick ice and approval by local clubs, is 
a good system and Holland should keep on doing this

ÅHLSK imported an alternative system, the Swedish way, by skating in 
small groups with preparation, ice knowledge, equipment and leaders

Å! ΨwaaghalsΩ όvåghals) is someone who does neither the Dutch, nor 
the Swedish way. For instance: someone skating without preparation, 
equipment, ice knowledge or company

And when we get enough time in the media, we explain our equipment, 
precautions, leader system and sometimes some ice facts



Now it is kärnis!
Thursday February 11th. While the first Dutch skaters mostly 
stick to the snöis parts where HLSK skated the last few days, 
our members try the first kärnis. With success! Thin, but ok 
to skate. Veluwemeer in Flevoland is one of the hotspots.



Veluwemeer February 11th, 2021  Färdrapport 101135 Foto Gert-Jan Vroege



Friday, Saturday and Sunday, February 12 ς 14, 2021

There is the explosion with Dutch skaters



Kinderdijk Alblas Foto Simone Cremers



Vuntus at Loosdrechtse Plassen



Castle Heeswijk
Foto Van Assendelft



Maarsseveense Plassen



Amsterdam Bosbaan Foto Tom Nieuwenhuijsen



40.000 people at emergency care 
after skating, hospitals are out of 
materials to fix broken hips


